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In 1894 Charles N. 

Teetor worked in a small 
bicycle shop in New Castle, 
Indiana where he built a fine 
bicycle for his wife. When 
Charles Hartley, Division 
Superintendent of the Chicago 
and Northwestern Railroad 
and a cousin of Mrs. Teetor, 
saw the bicycle, he asked 
Charles Teetor to design a 
cycle a man could ride on the 
rails. At that time a railroad 
inspector could perform his 
job only by walking the tracks 
or firing up a locomotive. 

Charles Teetor drew the 
first rough designs for the 
railway cycle car on the dirt 
floor of his small shop. He 
tested his first model on the 
Pennsylvania Railroad 
between New Castle and 
Hagerstown in December 
1894, riding the eleven miles 
in fifty-five minutes. 

 
George Hardin on a Teetor Light 
Inspection Car at Pardee Point 
inspecting the damage of the May 21, 
1901 flood. Notice the basket on the 
front to carry tools. From the Mike 
Hardin collection. 
 
  

On February 16, 1895, 
the Railway Cycle 
Manufacturing Company was 
incorporated in Hagerstown, 
boyhood home of the Teetor 
brothers. The company was 
capitalized with cash and 
work pledges totaling $5,000. 
They began manufacturing in 



one end of Stonebraker’s 
warehouse on south 
Washington Street near the 
railroad. A few second-hand 
machines powered by an old 
steam engine were their only 
equipment. 

 

 
This is an advertisement for a Light 
Inspection Car that appeared in The 
Railroad Gazette March 16, 1906. The 
advertisement promotes that their 
cars have won a Gold Medal at the 
World’s Fair in St. Louis, MO. From 
the Mike Hardin collection 
 
 Soon the little company 
was producing one cycle car 
per day and shipping the 
vehicles all over the world. In 
1900 the company changed its 
name to the Light Inspection 
Car Company. 
 The ET&WNC railroad 
purchased several narrow 
gauge versions of these Light 
Inspection Cars over the years 
because of the ease to which 

they could be operated, their 
versatility, and their low cost. 
 

 
Here a crowd of onlookers join a 
railroad worker on a Light Inspection 
Car for a photograph at the Hampton 
Depot sometime after 1930. From the 
Doe River Gorge Christian Camp 
collection. 
 
 One Linville River 
Railway employee to use one 
of these cars on a regular basis 
was Jonah McCoury.  In the 
late 1920’s Jonah lived in 
Minneapolis, NC but paid for 
room and board in Hodges 
Gap while he was a Section 
Foreman on the Linville Gap 
to Boone section. He came 
home every two weeks to be 
with his family over the 
weekend. To be closer to his 
family he traded positions 
with Ira Cole who was just a 
section hand but on the 
Linville Gap to Cranberry 
section. 



 He was given the 
maintenance of way job to 
inspect and keep up the 
telegraph/telephone lines, 
poles, and insulators along the 
line in his section. To travel 
over his section he was given 
a Light Inspection Car. He 
called it a “speed wheel” and 
sometime it was referred to as 
a “railroad bicycle”. In the late 
1800’s it was commonly 
called a velocipede which just 
meant bicycle. 
 

Jonah McCoury on the steps of his 
house in the Ivy Heights community 
near Minneapolis, NC in the late 
1930’s. From the Elbert McCoury 
collection 
 
 The speed wheel was 
painted black and he kept it in 
a small wood garage next to 
the Buchanan flag station. The 
garage had two rails that the 
speed wheel sat on and could 
be rolled out when needed. 
The rails did not connect to 

the track so the speed wheel 
had to be lifted onto the track 
when put into use. Jonah 
locked it up each night with a 
switch lock. 

Jonah and Della McCoury in their 
younger years. From the Elbert 
McCoury collection 
 

Each day Jonah would 
ride the speed wheel down the 
tracks looking for broken 
insulators or downed wires. 
He carried his tools and spare 
insulators in the basket on the 
front. He had a climbing belt 
he wore to climb the poles. 
The Tweetsie Railroad 
museum has a payroll check 
made out to him in 1928 in the 



amount of $28.63 for two 
weeks pay. 
 The steel wheels on the 
iron rails made for a rough 
ride. To make the ride smother 
Jonah took old rubber drive 
belts that had been used on a 
motor car, cut them down, and 
riveted them onto the steel 
wheels. Necessity has always 
been the mother of invention. 
 

 
Unidentified man following an 
excursion train through the Doe River 
Gorge on a Light Inspection Car. 
From the Cliff Ward collection. 
 
 In 1937 he was taken off 
this job and put on the Linville 
Gap to Cranberry section 
crew. A man named Ruggles 
from Johnson City took over 
the telegraph repair job but 
from Cranberry to Boone. One 
Friday afternoon he got into 
some white lightning and 
decided to take a motor car all 
the way back to Johnson City 

for the weekend. He was 
traveling so fast he left the 
track and landed in a peach 
tree. He called from 
Minneapolis for a section 
crew to get him down. That 
weekend he was fired. 
 Jonah took the position 
back and worked until April 
16, 1940 when he became ill 
and could not continue to 
work. That section was closed 
after the flood of 1940. 
 Jonah’s son Elbert was 
given the speed wheel. He 
stored it under their house 
from where it was stolen in 
the late 1940’s. Elbert has 
fond memories of standing on 
the real axle holding onto his 
dad as they rode down the 
tracks of the Linville River 
Railway. 

This model of the Speed Wheel was made 
from memory by Elbert McCoury. It was 
made from toy bicycle parts and model train 
parts and includes a scratch built basket 
complete with insulators.  
The Elbert McCoury Collection 


